
Appendfx 1-6

ntntng SuLtabiftty lletelrinatl.on



vi t l rar i9 ju- t .  td! -L 1.r  LJ

. Determirntion
Feb. 10, 1988

Imoact  o f  Unsu l t !b l l l t v  Ocs lonat lons  on  thc  Supp ly  o f

Coal and the Econonv of Encrv Countv

The rcongrw of Enary County hrs tradltlonrlly hrd r strong nlnfng br3a.

l'llnlng rccounts for 29 pcrcrnt of the Encry County rorklng populrtlon

(Utatr 0cprrEncnt of Enploymnt Sccurlty, 1978) rnd 47.6 pcrclnt of the

total crrnlngs rlthln thc county (U-.S. Dcprrtnrnt of Cqan:rra, 1977).

In Emery County, coal rccounts for 93 pcrecnt of tha rnlnlng lndustry

(l{cman, 1979). lllnlng cxperlencad r rrpld growth fn Erncry County

durlng the 1970s. As rn cxlnpla, only 364 Jobs wcrt tled to thc nlncral

lndustry fn 1970, rhl la ln 1978, thcre brGre 1,596 ruch rorkrrs (Enptoynent

Sccurlty, Dcpartncnt of Conmcrcc); Th*e ls no qucrt{on that corl ls rnd

rlll continue to bc onc of the stronEest cconom{c forc:s ln Bncry County.

Thc dcrnand for coal ls cxpected to lncreasc ln the futurQ. Thls conclusion

ls supportad by r:ccnt Deprrtrnent of Energy prcJectcd corl productlon

cstimai,es for the Ulntah-Southrcstarn Utah Corl Reglon. In 1976, total

productlon In thls rcalon was l0.l  nl l l lon tons. Tlrc DcPartnent of

Energy has rstlmted that coal productlon fron thls rcglon could vary

fron 13.9 to 14.5 nl l l lon tons by 1985 rnd f rcrn 16.9 to 20.6.  mi l l fon

tons In 1990. To reach thcsa pr.oductlon lcvclr coel could cont frcn

crlst lng lcascsr pFrfcrencc rlEht lersc rPPllcatlon3, ud n:r lcasts.
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0n Junc I, 1979, Sccrctrry of thc Intcrlor Andrus dctcrnlncd that an

rddlttonal t09 mll l lon tons of coal should bc offcred to halp ncet thc

fdcntlf lcd productlon trrgcts.

Appl lcat lon of  thc unsul t rb l l l ty  cr l tcr l r  In thc Srn Rafacl  Plrnnlng

Arca r:sultad In 14 pcrcrnt (3,492 lcrl i) of thc'Enery PCA, contalning

ronn 53 mll l ton tons of recovrlblr corl nstrve3 u bclng clrsslf ied as

unsultrblr. Thls l t lyas t total of 21.798 rcrs' f l th !n cstlnrted

333.5 nl l l fon tons of r lcovcrrblc Fcdcrrl corl rcscrves In thc PCA.

tlonc of thc corl rcrcagr ln thc ltt3atch Plttlru XRCRA (5'5t5 acres with

80 mll l lon tons of rtcovcrtblc coal rQservG3) rrs dtt lrnlncd to be

unsui tabl c.

Bccruse of the relatlvc abundancc of corl ln thc lrcl and only 14 Percen:

of the total recoverlblc rcservcs In thc PCA wcre Includcd, lhe unsuiiabi '

dasignatlons trc not rntlclpatad to rcsult In an ldvcrsa Inpact on

clthcr thc supply of corl or thc Gconory of ErrrrT County.
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